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In Memoriam Bob Adams David Rance

Robert Colin Adams
5t January, 1954 — 22" October, 2024

Born in Blythe Southern Australia, Bob as he was known to everyone was the partner of Di
Pearce who unexpectedly passed away a year ago. Bob was still mourning when early this year
he was diagnosed with cancer. He was receiving treatment but was recently hospitalised when
vital organs started terminally failing. After bouts of partial recovery Bob’s body finally gave
out and he tragically passed away pain-free in Adelaide hospital.

Before retiring Bob was the Principal Consultant for ElectraNet — a major electricity transmis-
sion company providing energy and infrastructure solutions across Australia. Alongside the
day job Bob was a member of several prestigious International Standards bodies. His last ma-
jor contribution was an important new technical standard for ensuring electrical installations
were capable of withstanding seismic events. Bob was a Fellow of the Oughtred Society and
the foremost expert on the Electro type of slide rule. They were the focus of his collection,
alongside slide rules with hyperbolic functions. Less well known is that Bob had an equally
impressive collection of pens — particularly stubby models.

Bob and Di were cornerstones and stalwarts of the international collecting community. It all
started when they attended their first International Meeting (IM) in 2003. From then on, until
stopped by COVID, Bob and Di were unmissable attendees of all the annual IM’s and even
some national/regional collector meetings.

Bob presented his ground-breaking “Electro Slide Rules: Their Use and Scales” paper at the IM
2007. But Bob's lasting slide rule legacy is the Electronic Archive developed by Rod Lovett in
2021. Early on Bob started cataloguing every specialist slide rule ever made for electrical or
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electronic engineers. This information, with his paper from 2007, is at the heart of the search-
able archive and image gallery available online to all collectors — see: https://osqaller-
ies.org/electronic/index.html .

| have lost a great collector buddy and a close personal friend.
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