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Mainz, September 11-13, 2026  and  fallback / 'Plan B' 
 

Dear collectors, researchers, enthusiasts, afficionados of slide rules and other historic com-

puting instruments, members of the Oughtred Society, the UKSRC, KRING and RST: 

 

Dear Friends, since 1995 we have an annual International Meeting, and now in 2026 we have 

the 32nd one. Starting in 2020 we had to switch to an online mode of meeting; last year, 2025, 

the Oughtred Society held again a 'face-2-face' / in person meeting in the US, but with a very 

reduced number of participants.  

 

As convener of the RST and organizer of IM 2026 I wanted and still want an International Meet-

ing of this type on the European side of the Atlantic. This turned harder than anticipated, in 

particular due to the expected much reduced of people coming, without any indication how 

many will come, and I also had some personal hardships, which further delayed action.  

 

But here and now we proceed! We have the plan to hold IM 2026 on the second weekend in 

September in Mainz in Germany, starting Friday the 11th , finishing on Sunday 13th. To make 

this happen, we do need to have you pre-register for it as soon as possible, to get the numbers 

of participants for the detailed planning. 

 

If we cannot have the meeting in Mainz, there will again be an online ZOOM-meeting instead -

- strategically, I also prepared a 'Plan B'. Some information had already been communicated, 

but we have to get serious. 

 

You find the necessary information on the web site https://kkleine.de/IM2026. We need your 

reaction in the form of a pre-registration as soon as possible! 

 

We also need more contributions.  ACT NOW as participant and hopefully also as contributor. 

 

The web site will be updated as we make progress. 

 

Please pass this information to anybody who might be interested, also people who might not 

yet on our radar. Anybody can participate, there no need to be a member of one of the slide  

rule collector organisations. If in doubt or in need of more info, email me at karl.kleine@eah-

jena.de, but please check the actual web site first to avoid duplicate efforts. 

 

Hoping to see any happy faces in Mainz, Karl Kleine, convenor of the RST. 
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